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PERFUMES  AND  THEIR  PREPARATION.

Some are intended to serve as substitutes for the expensive
floral products, others to serve as bases for odors, while still
others have their chief usefulness in rounding off the finished
composition and imparting to it the almost indispensable attribute
of floralcy.
For whatever purpose they are intended and used they fur-
nish a valuable addition to the resources of the perfume, standing
midway between the pure, unblended entities of the aromatic
isolates and aromatic chemicals and the complex finished per-
fume. Few, indeed, are the perfumers who do not avail them-
selves to the full of the assistance offered by them.
CHAPTER XLIII.
DISCRETION IN FIXATIVES.
By W. A. PETERS.
The ideal fixative is of a retiring nature. It works behind a
veil but works with power and effect. It is valued for what it
does and not for what it is. It is rich in works but poor in per-
sonality. For the moment that it compels attention to its humble
self it has defeated its sole purpose in existence. That purpose
is to blend without intruding, to control the other ingredients in
combination without masking them.
The particular quality which marks a fixative is a heaviness
or strength which might be said to correspond with density in
the realm of gravitation and physics. The fixative is the deus
ex machina, the god behind the scenes, who directs the play to a
happy conclusion and leaves the audience (or the scentitncz) to
guess or to forget who or what it is.
The fixative is at its best when it proves capable of regulating
a floral odor as well as a bouquet; when it carries its usefulness
right through the life of the farewell, conserving the more vola-
tile essences; when it rounds up the bouquet without in the least
masking it.